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Chapter that the courts of a Dominion have jurisdiction over
__1   nationals of that Dominion on the analogy of the
doctrine that foreign courts have jurisdiction over
nationals of those States. But in the case of Canada
there is difficulty in applying the doctrine, for it is not
easy to see why the courts, say of Alberta, should have
jurisdiction over a person domiciled in Ontario simply
because he might be a Canadian national.1
(3) The issue of nationality is closely connected with
that of the use of a distinctive national flag. The Union
Jack is the common flag of all British subjects, while
the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, has so far regulated
the use of flags at sea. The normal rule is that armed
vessels of oversea territories fly the British blue ensign
with the special arms or badge in the fly, and.the
pendant, but the Dominion navies are authorised to
fly besides the Dominion flag at the jackstafl the white
ensign at the stern. Merchant ships belonging to British
subjects registered in an oversea territory fly the red
ensign without badge, unless, as has been done for
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and the Union, this
is specially authorised by Admiralty warrant; they may
bear other flags with the badge so long as they do not
violate Section 73 (2) of the Act of 1894 by suggesting
error as to their status. It is now open to the Dominions
to regulate the matter as they deem wise under the
British Commonwealth Merchant Shipping Agreement
of 1931 above mentioned.
For general purposes the adoption of a specific flag
was carried out in New Zealand by an Act of 1901,
while the Commonwealth adopted by regulation a flag
1 Keith, Zeitschrift fur aicsldndisches u. Internationales Privatrecht,
1932, p. 308.